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In previous workshops we looked at the essential needs
for the individuals of a society. They need to be
protected from
violence. 

They need a social support group. They need material
goods such as food and shelter. 

We considered how the Commandments of "Thou shalt
not kill, commit adultery or steal" protected such rights.

We considered how from their earliest days, the
followers of Jesus sought to turn these Commandments
into positives.

xxxHow universal are these three morality issues? 
xxxxxxx
xxxxxxx

Influenced by the idealism of Greek philosophy they
sought to empower others through defense, health and
education. They sought to reinforce social grouping.
They sought to improve both the production of goods
and housing and the distribution of these. 

In doing this, over the centuries, they helped to advance
societies where the dynamism of Christianity flourished

Even so, we need to consider whether these values have
also existed in other types of societies. 
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Judaism
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xxx Islam is heavily based upon Judaism
xxxxxxx
xxxxxxx
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xxxConsider Taoism, a philosophic religion based in China
xxxxxxx
xxxxxxx
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At the core of Buddhism 

is the Religious community
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xxxStrongly upheld core values can determine
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxthe direction of the wholexxxxxxx
xxxxxxx

Are there other key differences between a general effort to
control and direct money, power and sex and the efforts
made by Rel;gious?

Religious join a lifelong, focused "social organism" within
the "social organism" of the Church.

Together they try to promote the Authorized, Living Word of
Jesus Christ within and amongst themselves, in the Church
and in the world. 

Despite their diminishing numbers, they continue on, this
basic, Christian dynamic 

Part Two of Is Christian Morality Unique? explores how the structures of the gospels 
have set up the Dialectic Tension that gives momentum to this dynamic
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Some Questions Relating to Part 1 of Is Christian Morality Unique?

01xxx	To what extent do you think the vast array of do's
and don'ts relating to social interaction can be summed
up in the the three Commandments of "Thou shalt not
Kill, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not
steal"?


02xxx	In the first century CE, the Jerusalem Temple
was one of the wonders of the known world. The family
of Jesus visited Jerusalem and its Temple every year.
The Temple's builder, King Herod, had a keen interest
in Greek philosophy and culture. On the one hand Saul
(later called Paul) studied in Jerusalem under the Jewish
scholar Gamaliel. But as well as this Paul knew enough
about the philosophy of the Greek Stoics to challenge
this philosophy in his
first letter to the Corinthians.
Given such a background, do you think it likely that the
Temple's library held some Greek texts as well as the
Hebrew ones and Jesus had access to these?

03xxx	As most people in first century Palestine were
illiterate, do you think that Mary, the mother of Jesus,
was probably illiterate as well? Or, could she have been
taught literacy and weaving etc. by people such as Anna
who lived at the Temple for decades? 

Remember that many scribes were based there,
providing a background of reading and writing. Also,
recall that the garment that Jesus wore at the crucifixion
was seamless from top to bottom. Indeed the weaving of
this garment was so "special" the soldiers did not want
to tear it. Does this suggest there was a "higher" level of
education amongst the members of Jesus' household?


04xxx	At the first Church Council in the late 40's CE, it
was decided that the Gentile followers of Jesus would
not need to undergo circumcision and observe the many
rules and rites of Judaism. Rather they would need to
avoid "blood, fornication and
strangling". The Gentiles
were relieved about this. But would these rules be
enough on which to base the whole morality of their
lives? Or, would it make more sense that these rules
inferred that to: 
"avoid blood" also meant to avoid the blood sports and
cruelty of the Roman Empire.
"Avoid fornication" also included avoiding Temple
prostitution and unmarried sex. 
"Avoid strangling" also included avoiding unjust
business practices, especially those that oppressed the
poor ??
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Some Questions Relating to Part 1 of Is Christian Morality Unique?

continued

05xxx	How does our own culture measure up to these
standards?


06xxx As the message of Jesus spread across the
Roman Empire people said "See how these Christians
love one another". Do you think they said this because
the help that Christians were giving to others extended
beyond their own family and ethnic group?	

07xxx	Why do you think so many of the advances in the
modern world have come from "the West" and its
Christian heritage?


08xxx	Do you think there is an inner dynamic within
Christianity "pushing" people towards improvement? 

09xxx	Does it make sense to you that the basic morality
rules in the world's major religions are similar?


10xxx	What are some of the obstacles this type of
"worldwide morality" is likely to face into the future?
What would be some ways in which people can
anticipate such obstacles and deal with them? 

11xxx	Why do you think the new Pope adopted the
name of Leo XIV?

going back to the question ----considered in Part 2 of Is Christian Morality Unique?

What indeed is the nature of the Christian Dynamic?

www.valuesclarification.org
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