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In previous pages there has been a discussion about
parallels between the common phrase of "money,
power and relationships" and the three Commandments
of "Thou shalt not kill" (cf. power), "Thou shalt not
commit adultery" (cf. relationships) and "Thou shalt
not steal" (cf. money). 

An attempt has been made to show how from the
earliest time, for the "followers of Jesus," the 'bar was
raised' with regard to these key social
Commandments. 

Recall the mandate of the early church council (late
40's CE) to refrain from "blood"(cf. thou shalt not kill),
"fornication"
(cf. thou shalt not commit adultery) and
"strangling" (cf. thou shalt not steal). 

In such case "blood" would include violence as such,
"fornication" would include uncommitted sex, and
"strangling"
would include unjust business practices. 

To what extent do you see these three Commandments being
at the core of the Christian message?

In such case do you consider it likely that the three synoptic
gospels of Mark, Matthew and Luke could place particular
stress on
each one of these three? 

We have already looked at the three synoptic (meaning
similar) gospels

Mark is an "introductory gospel" (70CE)
For Matthew whose Jewish Christian readers were now 
cut off from Judaism, it was important to build up a 
sense of mutual trust and community.
For Luke, there needed to be a belief that the power of 
God would enable his Gentile Christian readers to 
observe and pass on the message of Jesus.
Do you think it possible the three different emphases 
would be shown by each of these three gospels in the 
story of the crucifixion?

Consider the story.
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xxxMoney, Relationship and Power are key themes of Mark, Matthew and Luke
xxxxxxx
These themes are also cleverly woven into the story of the Crucifixionxxxxxxx
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xxxJeering about "the kingdom" in Mark's account
xxxxxxx
xxxxxxx
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xxxThe elders jerring "If God wants you"
xxxxxxx
xxxxxxx
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xxxIn Luke, "If you are the Chosen One"
xxxxxxx
xxxxxxx
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xxxIn Mark - money, In Matthew - relationship, In Luke - power 
Any Comments? 
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