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No. 98

The book of Acts, written by Luke, describes the
early years of the church.
After the Church Council
(around 49-50CE), most of the story is about Paul.
Why do you think this is so?

Before his conversion Paul had been a well-known
brilliant scholar. After his
conversion would you
expect that Paul would be trying to re-interpret the
teaching
of the Bible to fit with the following of
Jesus and "the way"?

Some present theologians suggest that he re-wrote
the map of morality 

In the light of a "raising of the bar" have you any
clues as to how he would have done this?
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xxxPaul, described as the first theologian, wrote in the 50's CE
xxxxxxx
He set out parameters for the gospels, the first one being written around 70CE

No. 125. No. 126

A few comments about the world of the Roman Empire in first 
century CE. Because of the order imposed by the Empire, it was 
actually easier (and safer) to travel around the known world at 
that time than it was in the centuries beforehand and in centuries 
to follow.

As the century progressed the followers of Jesus faced a range of
persecutions. However they could still communicate with each
other and share their insights as their understanding of Jesus
evolved. 

One can assume that copies of Paul's letters, written in the 50's
CE, were circulated around the followers of Jesus and reflected
upon. 

Then, Mark's gospel was written in about 70CE. 

Matthew and Luke (writing around 85CE) both based their
gospels on the gospel of MarkMatthew's gospel was written for
Jewish Christians and Luke's gospel was written for Gentile
Christians.
John's gospel was written around 100CE. 

In the Acts.... Paul said how he had made an agreement with Peter
that while Peter would preach to the jews, Paul would preach to
the Gentiles. 

To what extent do you think it likely that over the first century
CE, Church leaders discussed and decided about what would need
to be written and for whom?
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