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Have you ever wondered?
What happened to the followers of Jesus immediately
after Jesus had died, risen and ascended into heaven?

We know Jesus had appointed Peter as leader. 

But then a brilliant young Jew called Saul was
converted, changed his name to Paul and began
preaching to the Gentiles (non-Jews). 

Soon there were many non-Jewish followers of Jesus.

At the time there were a large number of groups within
Judaism
- the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Herodians
and even the Essenes.

Some now called the followers of Jesus "the Nazarene
sect"

But what was fairly inevitable with all these new
converts who were non-Jewish followers of Jesus?
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At the council (around first century 50CE the
major people pushing for the circumcision of
all male "followers
of Jesus" were the
Pharisees. In mainstream Judaism, after the
fall of Jerusalem in
70CE, the Pharisees
became the strongest group and leaders of
Judaism. They put
great stress on literal
observance of the Jewish laws. 

James proposed that the laws to be observed
were to avoid blood, fornication and
strangling.
These laws were similar to ancient
laws in the book of Leviticus which applied to
visitors to Palestine. 

Do you think the Pharisees at the Council
could have been
confused here? Because of
the parallels with Leviticus, they agreed to the
proposal.
But they didn't fully realise the
implications about "raising the bar" of the
Commandments. On the other hand do you
think it much more likely that people like Paul
at the Council, did see the implications about
"raising the bar of the Commandments"?

Do you think that "raising the bar" of the
Commandments would have related to
following "the way" (of Jesus) that Paul
referred to in Acts?

In Acts, Paul is accused of being a leader of
"the Nazerene sect". But he contradicts this
and says he is a follower of "the way" (Acts
22:4; 24:14) 

At one stage Paul says they had great
difficulty explaining "the way" to people (cf.
Acts 19:23). Do you think this fits in with
what appeared to be going on in Antioch
when, after the Council, people were still
trying to make the Gentile converts get
circumcised? 

Some may describe "the way" as following
Jesus. But in terms of the Commandments
what do you think this means?
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