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xxxxXXThis brings us to a 2nd set of questions about - 
xxxxxxx
The Emergence of Christian Morality

What do you know about the social situation in Palestine in the first Century CE?
Can you think of something about Palestine at that time that was unique?
As a clue, Palestine was Jewish but it was also dominated by the Roman Empire? 
Anything unique about that? 
The following workshops explores how, in Palestine, two very different world views existed side by side -
that is, Judaism and Greek philosophy (which had been adopted by the Roman Empire)
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(Unlike elsewhere the Jews retained their own religion)
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xxxxXXJesus said the society of his day was "ripe for the harvest" 
xxxxxxx


No. 61

What did Jesus mean by this?

A reading of the gospels tells us about his complaints about the Jewish leaders of the day. 
Their society was based on "the law", that is, the Commandments. 
However, as Jesus pointed out. They would place great stress on details of the law but
fail to observe
its main points.	Jesus often called them hippocrites. 

On the other hand what was faulty about the ethics of the Roman Empire?
History books and videos tell us there was a lot of cruelty, promiscuity and theft
(e.g. when a people
were conquered).

Could you agree that in general people would have been looking for a better morality (ethics) system?
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